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Scentwork UK

Risk Assessment

Conducting a risk assessment for a Scentwork UK trial is a critical
step in ensuring the safety and well-being of all participants, both
dog and human. It involves identifying potential hazards, such as

dog bites, slips and falls, and allergic reactions, then implementing
control measures to mitigate these risks. Regularly reviewing and

updating the risk assessment throughout the event is also essential
to accommodate any changes in conditions or unexpected situations
that may arise.

Risk
. Level Action
Hazard/Risk x\;r;om:(;gah: dbreww (Low/ Control Measures Taken
Medium/ (Yes/No)
High)
Participants, + Keep walkways and competition
areas clear of obstacles
spectators, .
+ Ensure flooring is clean, dry, and Yes I:I
. . volunteers. These .
Slips, trips, and C : : as safe as possible
individuals may trip Medium : .
falls . + Provide clear signage for any
over equipment,
. steps or uneven surfaces No |:|
or slip on wet D
+ Ensure adequate lighting
surfaces
throughout the venue
+ Require all participating dogs to
be on a leash and under control at
all times
Participants, + Implement a ‘one dog per
spectators, other handler’ rule to ensure adequate Yes I:I
Dog aggression dogs. Bites or Low supervision
or fights attacks may occur + Create separate areas if possible
if dogs are not for reactive or nervous dogs No I:'
controlled properly. + Encourage participants to keep a
safe distance from other dogs
+ Have trained personnel available
to intervene if necessary
- « Secure all entrance and exit points
Participants, .
spectators to the village hall
P ’ + Require dogs to wear identification | Yes I:I
volunteers. and ) ,
Dog escape or tags with owner’s contact
. other dogs. Dogs Low . ;
getting lost . information
getting loose .
; + Have a designated area for No I:I
if dogs are not o . .
dogs awaiting their turn in the
secured properly .
competition
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Design the competition course
with safety in mind, avoiding sharp
objects or dangerous obstacles

the event.

Participants, * Require all dogs to be up-to- Yes
. spectators, other LI
Injury to dogs or date on vaccinations and free of
T dogs. Falls or Low ; .
participants slips on sliope contagious diseases
su?faces ppery + Have a qualified first aid responder | No
for both humans and dogs on-site
+ Provide a first aid kit for dogs and
humans
+ Schedule breaks and rest periods
- for dogs and handlers
Participants, . .
+ Provide water stations for dogs Yes
. spectators, other
Overexertion or . and handlers throughout the
. dogs. Heat in the Low
dehydration . venue
summer, dogs in . . .
cars + Monitor dogs for signs of fatigue No
or overheating and intervene if
necessary
+ Use appropriate protective
coverings for floors and walls
Damage to . . ) Yes
village hal Use of equipment *+ Provide waste disposal bags and
roperty or is minimal ie. tables | Low bins for dog waste and encourage
?aciﬁtieg & chairs. proper use No
+ Assign volunteers to monitor and
clean up any messes promptly
+ Ensure all fire safety equipment is
functional and accessible
+ Post clear signage for emergency
Fire or Everyone at the exits and evacuation routes Yes
event. A fire + Designate a volunteer as a fire
emergency Low L
situation could start from a warden to oversee evacuation if
number of sources. necessary No
+ Maintain a list of participants and
contact information in case of
emergency
Participants,
spectators. « Have a first aid kit available that Yes
Allergic reactions Individuals may be Low includes antihistamines. Clearly
orillness allergic to dogs, or label any food that contains
to food served at common allergens. No
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Participants,
spectgtors, Monitor noise levels throughout Yes
; especially those .
Noise levels . - Low the event. Encourage quiet
with sensitive .
; : behavior among spectators.
hearing or noise No
anxiety.
Everyone at the
event. COVID-19
can spread through Enforce social distancing Yes
COVID-19 : . .
C close contact with measures. Provide hand sanitizing
transmission (if ; o Low . .
applicable) infected individuals stations. Regularly clean high-
PP or touching touch surfaces. No
contaminated
surfaces.
Chemical Hazards: Ensure that
the area is free of chemicals
such as pesticides, fertilizers,
or cleaning agents that may be
harmful if ingested.
If such chemicals have been
used recently, ensure adequate
ventilation and make sure all
surfaces are clean.
Physical Hazards: Regularly
inspect the competition and
Enviromental surrounding area for physical
hazards could hazards such as broken glass, Yes
include chemical, | Everyone and dogs sharp objects, or other debris.
) Low .
physical, at the event. Repair or block off unsafe areas.
biological and Make sure all equipment used No
electrical in the competition is in good

condition and safe for use.
Biological Hazards: Check the
area for harmful plants, fungi,
or animal waste that could be
harmful if ingested.

Electrical Hazards: Make

sure all electrical equipment is
properly installed, grounded,
and out of reach of dogs and
handlers.
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+ Heat Control Measures

+ Shade and Water: Ensure that
there are shaded areas available
for dogs and handlers to rest,
and provide plenty of fresh, cool
water for both dogs and humans.

« Time of Day: Schedule the
competition during the cooler
parts of the day, such as early
morning or late evening, to avoid
the peak heat.

+ Monitoring: Keep a close eye on
all dogs for signs of heatstroke,
such as excessive panting,
drooling, confusion, or lethargy.

« Cold Control Measures
- Blankets and Coats: Have
Extreme blankets and dog coats available Yes I:I

temperatures can to help keep dogs warm,
Heat and Cold be harmful to both Low especially short-haired breeds
humans and dogs. that are more susceptible to the No I:I
cold.

+ Timing: If the weather is
particularly cold, consider limiting
the length of the competition or
scheduling it during the warmer
part of the day.

* Monitoring: Watch for signs of
hypothermia in dogs, such as
shivering, lethargy, and weak
pulse. Handlers should be
informed about these signs and
how to respond.

+ In both scenarios an Emergency
Plan: This should include the
availability of first aid and the
contact information for local
veterinarians.
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